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Make not my Father s He, an * f Merchandj 2 


1 E N our . bleſſed SAvioux went up to the Temple, as his Cuſtom | 
VV was, at the Hour of Prayer, to teach the People, and to join | of 
55 in the public Devotions, he found there, in a Precinct or Court 
of it, theſe that fold Oxen and Sheep and Doves, and the Changers of Money 
fitting, as in a Market-place : Upon ſeeing this, he was moved with 
Indignation, ſo that he made a Scourge of ſmall Cords, drove them all out of 
the Temple, and the Sheep and the Oxen; and poured out the Changers Money, 
and overthrew the Tables: And ſaid unto them that ſold Doves, Take theſe | 
Things hence; Make not my Father's Houſe an Houſe of Merchandiſe. . *Y 
In a manner ſomewhat ſimilar to this, do the Children of this World fill | 
profane the Sanctuary of the Lonp, whoſe Hearts, while they are preſent 
in our religious Aſſemblies, go after their Covetouſneſs, and their Thoughts © 3 
are taken up with the Care of their Merchandiſe, Farms and Cattle, 1 
when they ought to be employed in the Exerciſe of Godlineſs, about | 
heavenly Things. 
Vet this is not the Point I mean to dwell upon; it is a Crime of a 
more heinous and aggravated Nature: it is making a Traffic with holy 
Things and Places, and of thoſe Endowments which have been annexed 
and devoted to them, for the Support of a Chriſtian n. even unto 
the End of the World. | 
= We have frequently ſeen (tell it not to Poſterity; ; puliim 3 Knot mw 
37 1 the Chronicles of Great Britain!) Advertiſements of Livings wanted with 
= inmediate Reſignation ; Livings to be fold with an old Incumbent, &c. They 
have ſtood ranked in the Columns of our weekly Journals, among Farms 
and Houſes, Shops and Mercantile Wares. Now, if to buy and ſell 
Cattle, and other Goods in the Jewiſh Temple, was an Act ſo unbe- 
coming and e that our LoxD puniſhed it with his own Hand; 
ö | A 3-7 Aurel; 


Der W 
* 


1 
ſurely, in the Chriſtian Church, to buy and ſell, in the manner here 
mentioned, the Houſes of Gop, and the Poſſeſſions appertaining to 
them, muſt be a far greater Provocation, and more obnoxious to the 
Scourges of Heaven. b 
Had our SaviouR been upon Earth in theſe Days, would he not have 
| ee rebuked theſe Traders in ſpiritual Things? Would he not have 
ſpoken to them in his Wrath, in theſe or the like Words, Do not ſo 
« wickedly. Make not my Father's Houſe an Houſe of Merevanaiſes 
In the following Diſcourſe 1 purpoſe to In: 


The Orichn of Eccleſiaſtical. Endowments, Penefions and Advowſons, 
with the Nature and Intent of Patronage. 5 
And then to ſhew the Unlawfulneſs and pernicious: Conſequences of 
the general Practice of ſelling and buying, or holding Benefices in. 
Truſt. I ſay, the general Practice; for I do not mean to cenſure. 
the ſelling Advowſons to Colleges in our Univerſities, or into any 
other Hands, where they may continue in Mortmain; becauſe by. 
ſo doing, the Evils here 41nd of, are totally and for ever. 
prevented. 
This * I proceed to treat of the ſeveral Points propoſed. 


Firf, of the Origit of Eccleſiaſtical been Benefices and. 
Advowſons, with the Nature and Intent of Patronage. 
At the Beginning of the Goſpel Age, although none of the Princes of 
the Earth eſpouſed its Cauſe, or encouraged its Propagation, yet the 
Munificence and Liberality- of the People to their Miniſters - was very 
great, and perhaps their voluntary Contributions often exceeded what the 
Tenth would have been, if it had been paid to the full. But upon the 
ſpreading of Chriſtianity, a more fixed and ſettled Maintenance was 
requiſite: And when the Goſpel had been preached, and a Church widely 
planted in this Nation, ſome Saxon Monarchs poſſeſſing all the Lands of 
England in their own Right, conferred upon the Church the Tithes of 
the whole Kingdom by Royal Charter: And this was done before Paro- | 
cbial Diviſions were made, and Parocbial Churches, eſpecially in the 


Country, were built; and the Biſhops had their Colleges of Preſbyters 


and Deacons uſually living with: them, all together at the See of the 


Dioceſe: Accordingly the Revenues Da the Church were at firſt alligned 


1 5 1 

o the Care and Diſpoſal of each Biſhop | in 15 Dioceſe, and ſuch Portions: 
of them, as he judged proper, were diſtributed to the ſeveral Priefts: 
and. Deacons under him, who were ſent out by him, and from his See 

| occaſionally, (as Miſſionaries are abroad) to miniſter in holy Things, as 
Convenience offered in Town and Country, without any fixed Parochial- 
Cure, or fixed Place of Reſidence. At the ſame time whatever Manors 
or Eſtates were granted by the Princes to any Thanes or Officers, or 
others, they were all ſubjectcd to the Payment of Tithes, before demiſed 
to the Church; and ſtill to the Biſhops were left the Appointments and 
Maintenance of the Clergy out of the Sum of the Revenues in their Hands. 
This was the firſt State of Things. But in Proceſs of Time, as Chriſtians 


multiplied in the Country, as well as in Towns, the People, and the 


great Men their Lords, became deſirous of fixed Paſtors among them, 
and of Churches to be appropriated to them in their ſeveral Diſtricts :. 
This produced a Zeal in the Rich and Honourable to build Churches on 
their Eſtates for the Benefit of their Tenants, and to build alſo Manſes 
or Houſes for Miniſters to reſide in, annexing to them certain Lands out 
of their Manors by way of Glebe. And im return for ſuch Benefactions 
as theſe to the Church, the Biſhops often gave to the Founders of them 
a Privilege of nominating Or recommending fit Perſons to officiate in the = 
new Churches.  This- was the Original of Advowſons or Patronages in 
the Owners of ſuch Eſtates as thoſe before mentioned, and likewiſe. of. 
| local Benefices, (as they are now called) which afterwards became 
| Parochial, as the Bounds of Pariſhes became gradually formed and 
| ſettled. In this manner then aroſe both Advowſons and Benefices, but 
the latter were totally independent of the Patrons; as to the Rights and. 


8 Revenues : And indeed the Patrons here, in thoſe Days; whatever was. 


done by ſome others abroad, had ſeemingly no ſort of Diſpoſition to- 


encroach, by Virtue of their Advowſons, upon the eſtabliſhed Endow- 


ments of Benefices, being ſatisfied fully with the honourable Privilege 
of nominating to the Biſhop, or recommending Clerks for the Poſſeſſion. 
and Enjoyment of them. They well knew, that the Tenure, by which. 
they held their own Lands, was without the leaſt Exemption from Tithes 
of any kind, and fo they were tranſmitted down from one Generation ta 
another, with no more Right or Claim in Patrons to the Tenth Produce 
of their Lands, than the Church had to the other nine Parts. And thus 5 
al their pope Concern in Benefices was then, and long afterwards, to 


Preſent: ö 


t 1 


5 5 preſent fit Per ſons, on 1 every / Emergency, to do the Work of the e Miniſtry, L 


and to protect them in the Enjoyment of the ſeveral Rights, Dues, and 
Cuſtoms allotted to their Office; for which Reaſon they have obtained ; 


the Name of Patrons. 


Now if theſe Poſſeſſors of Lands, at any time, ſeize on the nenden 


of the Church; if they ſell them as their own private Property, or require 10 
_ - valuable Conſideration for the Tithes, on the Nomination of every 


Miniſter, they turn Pyrates in Effect, abuſe their ſacred Truſt, and be- 


come guilty of notorious Injuſtice and Oppreſſion. What? Shall a 
Guardian make a Prey of the Portion and Inheritance of the Fatherleſs 


and the Widow? Is a Truſtee to enrich himſelf out of any pious or 
charitable Donation ? Was a Door-keeper, or other Officer in the Houſe 
of the Lokp, to fell any of the Utenſils or Ornaments belonging to it, 


would he not be apprehended and puniſhed for the Sin of Sacrilege ? Yet 


the Crime committed, as the Injury done, is but inconſiderable, in com- 


pariſon of theirs, who make Sale of the Lands and Endowments apper- 


taining to theſe holy Places. They are guilty of the grievous Sin of Sa- 


crilege; Sacrilege in an high Degree, by taking away, or exacting a Price 
for that, which has been dedicated for Ages to the Service of God, and 


the Support of the Altar. This, as the Scriptures inform us, is robbing 
f God. Will a Man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye ſay, Mberein 


have we robbed Thee ? In Tithes and Offerings, ſaith the Lord, Mal. iii. 8. 


Ye have made a Gain of hallowed Things; ye have rejected, and deprived 
my faithful Prieſts of their Portion; ye have bartered it away to thoſe, 


who would ſerve your Gods, and worſhip the golden Image that ye have ſet up. 
Ye are curſed with a Curſe. A dignified Writer, in his Day , has been 

large in enumerating Inſtances, wherein a Blaſting and a Curſe have 
purſued thoſe Laymen, who retained Impropriated Tithes in their Poſ- 


ſeſſion. Let Obſervation now be made, whether the Names of ſuch 


Patrons, as have corruptly ſeparated, and ſold Benefices from their 
Eſtates, remain and continue in their Dwelling Places, like theirs, who 
have not done the accurſed thing. Are not moſt of them extinct? Have 
they not generally periſhed with the Money they have extorted from theſe 
Gifts of Gop? Perhaps there may be no Caſe wherein a well- Soon 
Remark has bcen more frequently verified than in this; 


Nen mal? | quaſitis ſuccedit tertius heres. 7 ID 
| . : Very 
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very iniquitous are e thoſe Methods practiſed by Patrons, to lead young, 
unwary, or neceſſitous Clergymen into Temptation and a Snare; requiring 
of them a Bond or a Promiſe, (or which has a more plauſible Appearance, 
truſting to their Honour) to reſign at Pleaſure ; to reſign to a Son, when 
he ſhall arrive at a proper Age; to Children now Infants, to Children yet 
unborn. I would aſk any Patron, by what Authorit y deft thou theſe Things? and 
who gave thee this Authority ? Tt cannot be from Zens {becauſe it hinders the 

| Succeſs and Propagation of the Goſpel, and leads to a Multitude of Sims. It 
cannot be of Men, becauſe no ſuch Power was ever granted by thoſe Mo- 
narchs, whoeſtabliſhed the Laws of Tithes, nor by any of the Nobility and 

Gentry, who built and endowed Churches. And in the ſucceeding Reigns, 
eſpecially ſince the Reformation, all venal Arts in ſpiritual Things have 
been prohibited by the Laws of the Realm, in the moſt full and abſolute 
Terms. In the Sale of Eſtates, the Right of Nomination to a vacant 
Benefice, was, 1 believe, hardly ever accounted at any Price, till of late 
Tears. Freely ye have received, freely give, is to be deemed the original 
Charge to every Patron. The Eſtate and the Truſt were deſigned, and 
ought to be inſeparable. hat the Providence of Gad, and the Piety of 
our Anceſtors have joined together, let no Man put aſunder. We are told, that 
« in Spainand ſome other Countries, no Patron can alienate an Advowſon, 
« but by ſelling the Manor to which it belongs; and ftill, by our Law, 
* if the Lord of a Manor grants to another Perſon his Manor, cum 


3 pertinentiis, the Advowſon or Patronage of any Church or Churches 


7 


} 


« appendant to that Manor, paſſes to the Purchaſer or othet Grantee, 
ce though there be no expreſs mention of the Advowſon *. It is quite- 
conſonant to the Nature and Defign of Patronage; that the Revenues of 
every Church ſhould be ſheltered under the Protection of ſome Perſon, or 
Perſons of Rank or Fortune, who may be able to defend its Rights againſt: 
the Attempts of Libertines, or Infidels in Maſquerade. But to ſeparate, . 
as many have done, a Benefice from the Eſtate or Manor to which it: 
was appendant, and to make Sale and Advantage of it, in the current. 
Way, is an Act of Violence, of Avarice, and Fxtortion. | 
Patronage is a Confidence repoſed by Gop and our Forefathers in the 
Heirs of, or Succeſſors to ſuch an Eſtate or Manor, as often as Need: 
ſhall require, to make Choice of, and preſent to the Biſhop, fit and able 


Men, to ſerve 1 in that Place or Pariſh, in the Adminiſtration of Gop's 


Word: 
* 88 Jade Mecum. Wa Wn” Compl. 1 : i 


K J. 


Word and oabrinments; Men, who by the Purity 6 of their Doctrine and 
the Innocency of their Lives, are moſt likely to promote the Glory of 


their Maker and Redeemer, and to ſet forward the Salvation of the Souls 


committed to their Charge. This is all the Power and Privilege with 


| _ any Patron was originally inveſted : And an important Truſt it 
to look out for worthy Miniſters, duly qualified, to diſcharge the moſt 

Sake Office Man can be called unto ; namely, To be Meſſengers, | 

„% Watchmen, and Stewards of the Loxp; to teach and to premoniſh, 


we to feed and provide for the LoR D's Family; to ſeek for CHRIsT's 


Sheep that are diſperſed abroad, and for his Children, who are in the 
<* midſt of this naughty World, that they may be ſaved dire ever Brough | 


« CurisT.” Office of Ordination of Priefts. 
But, O ye Patrons and Patroneſſes, who W A „ Market of your 
Bene how have you executed the high Truſt repoſed in you? Have 


you ſhown a due Regard to the Charge laid upon you by Almighty Gon, 


and your pious Predeceſſors? Have you ſhown a dutiful Reſpect to the 
Laws of your Country, and the Welfare of that Church, of which you 
Profels to be Members? You call yourſelves Chriftians, but aſk your 
Conſciences, if you have not miſerably tarniſhed that amiable Character? 
Does it admit of one Moment's Doubt, whether you love the World 


more than Cur1sT? Whether you are the Servants of Go, or the 


Servants of Mammon ? Can you either in public, or in your private 
Cloſets preſume to mock your heavenly Father with this Addreſs, Thy 
« Kingdom come,” when, inſtead of adding to and enlarging, you have 


ſet your Hands to the weakening and ſubverting the very Foundations 


of Cxr1sT's Church? The Glory of Gop, and the Honour of Religion, 
you have ſhewn to be of little Eſteem in your Sight; nor have you 
entertained a tender, paternal Care and Thought, about the eternal 
Happineſs and Salvation of your Neighbours. Vou may ſtifle theſe 


Convictions for a while, and drown them in Company, or the Amuſe- 
ments of human Life; but know of a Surety, that there will come a 


Day, when you ſhall be called 7 give an Account of your Stewardſhip, and 
ſtand” before your Saviour's Judgment-ſeat, there to anſwer, not only 
for the common Errors and Miſcarriages of your Lives, but for Unfaith- 


fulneſs, and the Abuſe of a very important Truſt; for the Sins of 


Simony and Sacrilege ; and for the unſpeakable Damage you have done 


to the Souls in that Pariſh, of which you have been, not He Patrons, but 


the 


the Betrayers, by covenanting for a Sum of Money, to deliver them into whe 


faithful and true Paſtors. 


one to another, like Bank Notes or mortgaged Tenures. And is there 
no Remedy? Can no Expedient be thought of to recover and reſtore 
_ theſe ſtrayed Benefices, if not to their former Heritage, yet to their 


. earner ? 


Orders. Having paſſed through the uſual academical Forms of Diſ- 
cipline, and arrived to a proper Age, he applies for Admittance to the 
Miniſterial Function, and is brought, too often, under the fad Neceflity 


0 upon you this Office and Miniſtration, to ſerve Gop for the promot- ; 
ing of his Glory and the edifying of his People? i. e. Do you ſted- 
faſtly believe, that the Holy Spirit of Gop, who worketh in us both to will 
and to do, hath wrought 1 in you a real Inclination and Liking to the Work 


you have, to labour in the Loxp' s Vineyard, and to be inſtrumental to 


E 


Hands of mere Hirelings, inſtead of committing them to the Care of 


Thus, alas! have Numbers of Ae eloped, or rather bins. 
drawn away by the Power of Gold, from their old Maſters, and devoured 
by Strangers. Next Avoidances are jobbed about, and transferred from 


primitive Freedom ? Is there no Fund of public Treaſure appropriated 
to the Benefit of the Church, which might be employed in the Purchaſe 
of them, without Prejudice to, and after the Death of the preſent 
Incumbents; putting them under the Royal Protection, or veſting them 
in ſome worthy Society ; at leaſt in ſuch Hands, as would be likely to 
diſpoſe of them according to the en and Intention of the firſt 


But 1 proceed i in the next Place to iii the Unlewfalnch and perni- 
cious N ren of the ee Practice of buying, or holding 
Livings in Truſt, | | 


A Father, 110 ay, 3 is bound to . prorith for his 80on; (is there no 


other Way than by thruſting him into the Miniſtry ?) A Living is pur- 
chaſed, or one, in the Gift of the Family, held in Truſt for him. The 


Minor, nolens, volens, Lignum aut Mercurius, muſt be trained up for Holy 


of Lying to the Holy Gboſt, Lying unto God. For in the Ordination Service, 
the very firſt Queſtion the Biſhop puts to each Candidate is this? Do 
e you truſt that you are inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt, to take 


of the Miniſtry, above all other Employments? Is it the ſincere Deſire 


6} the 


de gelen ent of his kingdom, that 1 moves you to under- 
take this ſacred Function? To which every Perſon to be ordained anſwers, 


_« I truſt ſo.” But can the Youth, without an horrible Dread overwhelm- 
ing bim, make this Anſwer, who is conſcious that he goes into Holy 


Orders, only for the fake of a Benefice that is bought or held for him? 


Can any one ſay this, in the Preſence of Gop and the Congregation, 
and immediately receive the bleſſed Sacrament upon it, who knows him- 
felf to be ſo far from liking, or deſiring to be a Miniſter of the Goſpel, 


that if he had his Choice, and as good an Income, he had rather boa | 


_ deſtined to any other Profeſſion in the World? 

Again; Shall a Servant or Miniſter of the Lord Jeeves, ht « out in a 
manner like thoſe audacious Harpies, who, to get a Livelihood, engage 
in a contraband, illicit Trade, to the Diſcouragement and great Injury 
of the fair upright Dealer, and in open Defiance of all Authority ? 
Surely, as our Religion teaches us, it is the Duty of every Chriſtian 
_ eſpecially of a Chriſtian Miniſter, to obey, and be ſubject to the Laws 
and Ordinances of that Country to which we belong. But, that the 


common Practice of buying, or contracting for Preferments in any way, 


is an open Violation of the Laws of this Realm, will appear to every 


one, who reads over the Statute made in the 31ſt of Q. Elizabeth againſt | 


giving any Sum of Money, Reward, Gift or Benefit, directly or in- 
directly, or making any Promiſe, Grant, Bond, or Covenant; or other 
« Afarance, in order to obtain any Benefice with Cure of Souls, kling 
this, a corrupt taking, ſeeking, or accepting ſuch Benefice.” 
Or that in the 12th of Q. Anne, which is as peremptory and 8 
as Words can be, prohibiting: the Purchaſe of, or the making ©& any 
* Promiſe, Agreement or Covenant, to procure the next Avoidance of, 
<« or Preſentation to any Benefice with Cure of Souls, declaring, that 
« juch Agreement ſhall be deemed and. taken to wa a Simoniacal Con- 
rns 


And our Church in her XLth Canon pronounces the 3 and fel : 
ing of Livings, and Eccleſiaſtical Preferments, to be © the deteſtable Sin 


of Simony, and execrable before Gop.” 

A Clerk agreeing with a Patron to exempt him or his e "GR 
paying Tithes is confeſſedly guilty of Simony ; and there have been for- 

merly very ſevere Proſecutions upon the above Acts for this Offence : 

then certainly, to agree to give to a Patron, for a Preſentation, a Sum 
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of Money, which is of the like or greater Value upon the Whole, muſt 


be accounted as groſs Simony, and f deſerves Deprivation of a Be- 


nefice ſo corruptly obtained, 


But has not the Purchaſe of an Adres been always eſteemed lawful * 
J anſwer: Did ever any private Purchaſer expend ſuch a Sum of Money 
meerly to diſpoſe of the Benefice, to the Glory of Gon, and the Edification 


of his People? Is not the Intention in this, the ſame as in the Purchaſe 


of other Eſtates, to enlarge his own and his Family's worldly Intereſt, 


void of any Regard to the Intereſt and Welfare of Cuxisr's Kingdom? 
With reſpect to the Intention of the Laws, and the Injury done to the 


Church, (from whence we muſt form our Judgment) ſuch a Purchaſe 
cannot be leſs criminal, than the Purchaſe of a next Turn. The buying 
of the one, is in order to procure the other. It is a Contract made with 


the Patron to procure, or obtain of him the next Preſentation. . The 
Cauſe and Confideration are plainly corrupt in the very Senſe and Meaning 


of the Statute. So that if a Clergyman, or any one for him, with his 


| Knowledge and Conſent, purchaſes Preferment at all, he is, without 
doubt, involved in great Guilt. Let any one ſhew me, by ſound Argu- 
ment, how there is worſe Traffic in a Man's buying the next Avoidance 


only; than in purchaſing a perpetual Advowſon, to ſecure the next Turn 
to himſelf, and then ſelling it for as much or more than it coſt him. O 
this is brave Trading! The Miſchiefs ariſing from hence are of longer 
Continuance, and therefore this is a more pernicious Practice than the 


other. A next Avoidance may be bought, and when it returns to the 
Patron, it may pleaſe Gop to 5a his Mind, that he may never do the 
like any more: Or his Succeſfors may prove honeſt, conſcientious Men, 


and faithful Truſtees to the Church of CHRIs T. But an Advowſon once 
ſold, is gone for ever: The Benefice is taken away from its proper 
Patron, and doomed to perpetual Vaſſalage; to ſerve the Purpoſes of a 


ſhrewd Merchant, and be marketted about AERIAL toGeneration. 


I now w paſs on to confidey the Unlawfulneſs and bad eee of 
bargaining for, or n Len in Truſt for others, and only 
for '@ Seaſon. 


Aw Agreement to yield up a Benefice hereafter, in order to obtain a 


Term or Years in it, is as much an Act of Traffic, and a W Cauſe, 


1 as 


as the actual buying a Preſentation, or agreeing to exempt the Patron from 
paying his Portion of Tithes. Here is given him as valuable a Conſide- 


ration à foſteriori, and indirectly, as any Purchaſer would have agreed di- 


rectly for: From the Time that the young Perſon, to whom a Reſigna- 


tion of the Living is expected, enters upon it, to the Time of his Death, 


who held it for bim; ſo many Years Profits does that Clergyman give up, 
as a Reward to the Patron for granting him a Term in it. Now to ſeek, 
or accept a Living, to reſign at Pleaſure, is on all Hands allowed to be 
Simony; and to take a Living on Condition of reſigning it to a Minor, 
as ſoon as it ſhall be required, what is that but to reſign at the Patron's 
Pleaſure, and for his Benefit? A Bond, or a Covenant, at leaſt a Promiſe 
of Reſignation is made: A Gift or Reward, the very thing he deſires 

above all others, is agreed for, and given at the Time appointed; although + 


the Letter of both the Statutes is full and expreſs, againſt Promiſes, Aſ- 
ſurances, or any ſort of Compacts; and againſt all Rewards and Gifts, 
indirectly as well as directly, and ſo is the Oath againſt Simony, of which 


more' hereafter. There is not any Branch of Eccleſiaſtical Commerce that 


does more Hurt to the Flock and Kingdom of Cur1sT, than this of 


holding Livings in Truſt; a Condition, which no Patron has a Right to 
ſtipulate for, and which, it is a great Weakneſs as * as Wickedneſs, 


in any Clergyman to comply with. 


2 


To be the Dupe of a Church; factor, to be content 3 its Endow- 
ments, till a Son is able to receive them, or a Daughter of Years ſufficient 
to gain a Clerical Huſband; to wait, by Conſent, the Opportunity of ſome 
ſenior Fellow in a College, and to give up the Living when another of 
equal or greater Value can be added to it: To be bound to pay an An- 
nuity to a Widow or whole Houſhold; to be inſtituted and dubbed 
Rector, while a Lay - patron, unqualified for Holy Orders, retains, by 
Virtue of a private Bargain, the whole Revenues, ſave only a ſmall 
Stipend. O how can Men of a liberal Education; Men who profeſs the 
Religion of Jxsus CHRIST; Men who have attained to the Dignity 
of the Chriſtian Prieſthood, FOR themſelves after this manner, and 5 
truckle to ſuch Abominations ! : 

They, moreover, expoſe themſelves to very great Temptations; ſecretly | 
to wiſh for the Death or Miſcarriage of the Perſon for whom they hold 
Preferment; or to refuſe Reſignation, notwithſtanding their ſolemn. Co- 
venants and Obligations. Sad Dilemma this ! Sie to ſtarve or act the 
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the ſpecious Name of Liberty: No wander that Gop is . and 


> 13 J 


Part of a Kona : To turn out of Houſe and Poſſeſſions with a Wife and 
Family, or undergo the Cenſures of the Law, and the Miſeries of a Priſon. 
Dreadful, on many Accounts, are the Effects of this ſpiritual Traffic: 


The Namber of Candidates for Holy Orders decreaſes annually, and will 
decreaſe more and more. The Expence of purchaſing Preferment, added 


to that in the Univerſity (ſo much heightened of late Years) is a Burden 
too great for a moderate Fortune to bear. And the Students that are, 
too often grow careleſs of their Morals, and remiſs in their Application 


to Letters, knowing that their Succeſs in the World depends nat upon their 


Learning, or Merit, or good Behaviour, but that a Living is bought, or 


held in commendam for them. Good Miniſters, faithful Labourers, are 


diſcouraged and faint: They ſow where they never reap: They plant 
Vineyards, but eat not of the Fruit thereof: They feed the Flock of 
CuRIST, but eat not of the Milk of the Flock. Unexperienced, if not 
irreligious, and-immoral young Men ſucceed to the Rule and Revenues 
of the Church, who had need have ſomebody to watch over themſelves ; 
and who by the Levity and Incongruity of their Dreſs, ſeem as if they 


were aſhamed of the Function they have undertaken ; chooſing rather to 


appear like Gentlemen or Merchants, than in the grave Habit, and with 
the diſtinguiſhing Tokens of Clergymen. Add to all this; that uſually, 
among them who have bought Preferment, the principal Concern is to 


make the moſt of their Purchaſe, and waving all other Conſiderations, 


to turn it as much as poſſible to their temporal Advantage; ſo that in 
almoſt every Church obtained by Purchaſe, even thoſe which are endowed- 


with, a yearly, Income of ſome Hundreds, Divine Service is performed 
only once in a Day, and on the other Part of the Holy Sabbath, the 
People are left to do their own Mays and find their own Pleaſure : They 


wander about as Sheep that have no Shepherd : Some take Refuge in a Con- 
venticle, others in a Tabernacle, and others flee to Houſes of public Re- 
fort : And ſome, perhaps for want of ſeaſonable Reproof, and Inſtruction 


in Righteouſneſs, go in the broad Way that leadeth to Deſtruction. 


The Lambs of CHRIST are quite forgotten: The Souls of his little 
Children ſtarve and languiſh for want of that Food which our pious Mo- 
ther the Church has ordered to be diſpenſed to them. There is no 
Thought, nor in. this Situation any Opportunity, of attending to one of 


the moſt beneficial Offices of our Miniſtry, that of Catechifing. No. 


wonder that Rebellion and Faction lift up their Heads again, aſſuming: 


11 


yr 4 5 


| Magifr acy inſulted : No wonder that ſuch a general Corruption of Faith 
and Manners prevails among all Ranks and Degrees of Men, when they 
have not been trained up in the Fear of Gop, in the Duties of Honour 
and Obedience to the King, and to them in Authority under him; nor 
taught to kad quiet and praceable Lives, according to the Precepts of the 
Goſpel. Mark the Conſequences : If the ſalutary Method of Catechiſing 
the Vouth be neglected, Mankind will, in Proportion to this Neglect, 
grow: worſe and worſe; Vice will take Root and flouriſh exceedingly ; "iy 
Irreligion and Infidelity will ſhout and triumph. In a word, where is 
it ſeen, that they, who have gained their Preferments by Purchaſe or by 
Compact, take the like Care to diſcharge the Paſtoral, or even legal 
Duties of a Pariſh, as thoſe do, who come into the Church with a 95700 
Intcauon; and in an honourable Way? ? 
But the greateſt Offence is ſtill behind: Although it is enbeiabiy evi- 
dent, that in the Senſe of all our Laws, the Words Simony or Simoniacal, 
ſignify © a corrupt Contract made with the Patron: Covenanting with 
him for a Sum of Money; giving him a Promiſe, or intelligible Aſ- 
e ſurance of ſome valuable Conſideration, in order to obtain a Preſen- 
tation of him.” Yet—borreſco referens — The Man of Go D who has 
done, or been privy to the doing ſome or other of theſe things, comes 
before the Biſhop, comes into his Maker's Preſence, lays his Hand upon 
the Holy Bible, and deliberately takes the following Oath * : I do ſwear, 
© that I have made no Simoniacal Payment, Contract or Promiſe, directly 
« or indirectly, by myſelf or by any other to my Knowledge, or with my 
«© Conſent, for or concerning the procuring or obtaining of this Living; 
nor will at any time hereafter- perform or ſatisfy any ſuch. kind of 
« Payment, Contract or Promiſe, made-by any other without my Know- | 
« ledge or Conſent : So help me Gop, through Jxsus Curr,” — 
The Reverſe of this Oath is the very F act, and was the Clerk to FRED 
to that, he would ſwear to the Truth and nothing but the Truth. © 7 
habe made a Simoniacal Contract, Payment or Promiſe, for the pro- 
e curing this Living: My Father or my Friend have done it in my be- 
<« half, and I will perform and ſatisfy this Contract. So help me Gop.” 
What is Preferment? What is a Living, when purchaſed at the Expence 
of Honour and Conſcience? Can that Man be eaſy, or enjoy another 
3 happy cd þ At leaſt, r not Contrition and os deepeſt urge 
or 
* Slept young ue 5 1 8 or to have a Living bought for him, 


| would do well, before he (ets about it, to read over and as conſider this wh, Which 
he * take at his Inſtitution. | 


for ſuch an hene Offence to be his daily Exerciſe, who — 
broken as plain, as ſtrong, and comprehenſive an Oath as ever was de- 
viſed or penned ? Shall thoſe Perſons, whoſe Duty it is to teach others the 
Sacredneſs and Obligation of an Oath, ſet an Example of trifling with, 
evading, and explaining away ſo ſolemn an Appeal to a Gop of Truth 
and Knowledge? Do they, who have engaged in this illicit Commerce, 


believe what they preach? Can they have Courage 70 reaſon upon Rightcouſneſs 


and a Judgment 7o come? Can they ſtand and rehearſe the Ten Command- 
ments in the Ears of the People, who know themſelves to have obtained 
their Preferment by unrighteous Methods, and have cloſed the iniquitous 
Act with 7aking God's Name in W in the higheſt n and with the 
utmoſt Deliberation ? 
I have ſpoken to this Subject with more Freedom and Satisfaction, 
being well aſſured, 1 could give no Offence to the greater, and moſt 
reſpectable Part of this Reverend Audience. The above Arguments I offer 
to the Conſideration of all who are yet Patrons; to the younger Clergy, - 
and to the riſing Generation, that in paſſing through the Waves of a 
tempting, and troubleſome World, they may ſteer off, and avoid that 
Rock, on which many of their Fredecetiors have made Sir merk of their 
Conſeiences. 5 
And here 1 might have ak but cannot — obſerving. chat 
there i is an Evil practiſed in the State, like, in its Malignity and bad Con- 
ſequences, to that which is ſo juſtly complained of in the Church. As 
Benefices and Eccleſiaſtical Preferments, ſo Towns and Boroughs, Cities 
and whole Counties, are ſaid to be bought and ſold, to gain a Seat in a 
great Council- Chamber. What a vaſt Profuſion of Wealth is there! 
What enormous Sums are ſquandered away on theſe Occaſions, not to 
ſerve the leaſt good Purpoſe, but for opening a Scene of Idleneſs, Exceſs 
and Riot; Noiſe and Confuſion and every evil Work! The vileſt Strata- 
gems are uſed to corrupt and retain Electors, while the Statute againſt 


_ Bribery, enacted by the ſame Authority to which theſe Gentlemen aſpire, - 


is no more regarded than a Song, or a Shred of Parchment.- It is really 

an affecting Sight, to behold the Populace, who have had large Money 
given them, again and again, aſſembled by Troops at the Place of Sale, 
and preſſing forward drunken and diſorderly, to take a folemn Oath, 
That they have not received any Sum of Money, Giſt, or Reward, in 
e order to give their Votes at that Election.“ No Attention is paid to 
the Wiſdom, or Worthineſs, to the Age, or Reputation of the Candidates; 
. . 5 | 5 CG 
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572 their Fitneſs to ferve i in. ſo biet a Station ; but he i is the Man, . | 
wicked Agents (for ſo Solomon calls them, Prov. xvu. 23.) have been moſt 
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ſucceſsful in taking Gifts out of their Boſom, to pervert the Mays of Judgment; 
to influence others to act contrary to the Dictates of Right and Truth, 

and their own real Sentiments. The Legiſlative Powers, ſometime ago 
expreſſed their Apprehenſions [Preamble to the laſt Act againſt profane 


Swearing] That the horrid, impious, and execrable Vices of profane 
_ «« Curſipg and Swearing, ſo highly diſpleaſing to Almighty Gop, might 


ve juſtly provoke the . Vengeance, and increaſe the Calamities theſe 
« Nations labour under.” How then muſt our Fears and Apprehenſions 


be heightened, when we behold, with Amazement, the ſcandalous and 


general Practice of the groſſeſt Bribery, (which in the Judgment of the 
old Heathens * preſaged Weakneſs and Diſſolution to the Roman Empire) 


and the Frequency and Multiplicity of Oaths, impoſed and taken on all : 


Occaſions, and needleſsly repeated by Men of all Orders and Degrees, not 
as a Confirmation of Truth, er to put an End to Strife, but in Multitudes, I 


may ſay, meerly for Form's ſake, without any Regard to that Name or 


Preſence, which is Great, Reverend, and Holy. Thus our Wickedneſs is 
grown up to the very Heavens, and the Cry of our Transgreſſions has 
reached the Ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. Is it not high time for thoſe who 


are in Authority to conſider on ſome effectual Method for reſtraining or 


removing theſe Diſorders in the Church and in the State, which threaten 
Judgment, and the Divine Vengeance to both? If they ſtill continue, the 
Days may come, when the good People of this Land, may ſit down, and 
lament over it with this Lamentation : For the Sins of the People, and the 
Iniquities of thePriefts; becauſe of giving and taking Bribes; becauſe of Swearing, 


the Land mourneth. But may the Vigilance of our Counſellors and Senators 


prevent this. And may it pleaſe © our moſt gracious Go, to direct and 
<« proſper all their Conſultations to the Advancement of bis Glory, the 


« Good of his Church, the Safety, Honour and Welfare of our Sovereign 


and his Kingdoms; that all things may be ſo ordered and ſettled by their 


Endeavours, upon the beſt and ſureſt Foundations, that Peace and 


« Happineſs, Truth and Juſtice, Religion and Piety, ny be eſtabliſhed | 
« among us for all Generations!” 18 JA 53 
_ let all, both Clergy and People, ſay Amen. 


*I could heartily wiſh, ſaid Calus Pod r ius the Samen that Fortune had reſerved 
*- me to thoſe Times, and that it had been my Fate to be then born, when the Romans 
+ ſhall begin to take Biibes; I ſhould quickly have yer an End to their flouriſhing Empire.” 
| L ULLY's Offices. 
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